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SUBJECT: BOAT SEIZURE INCIDENTS WITH NICARAGUA 
REF: MANAGUA 3504 

1. NEWSPAPER ACCOUNTS OP REPORTED VIOLATIONS 
OP PISHING ZONES (REPTEL) HAVE APPEARED IN 
THE LOCAL PRESS BUT NOT WITH PARTICULAR 
PROMINENCE. THERE HAS BEEN VERY LITTLE 
EDITORIAL COMMENT AND IN BALANCE COSTA RICANS 
DO NOT APPEAR OVERLY EXERCISED. THE GOCR IS 
MAKING OBVIOUS EPFORTS TO PLAY DOWN THE PROBLEM. 

2. LAST WEEK IN A CONVERSATION WITH THE 
AMBASSADOR, POREIGN MINISTER FACIO REFERRED TO 
THE INCIDENTS AND STATED QUITE CLEARLY THAT 
THE GOCR WANTED VERY MUCH TO SMOOTH THINGS 
OVER AND RESOLVE THE MATTER. PACIO SAID 

THAT HE THOUGHT THE SEIZURE OP THE "MARY 
PRANCIS" MAY HAVE BEEN REPRISAL POR THE 
INCIDENT DURING THE WEEK-END AUGUST 11-12 
WHEN A COSTA RICAN PATROL BOAT PORCED 
GENERAL SOMOZA'S YACHT AND ACCOMPANYING 
VESSELS TO LEAVE COSTA RICAN WATERS OFP 
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GENERAL SOMOZA WAS ABOARD THE YACHT AT THE 
TIME. HE SAID HE THOUGHT THE COSTA RICAN 
PATROL BOAT'S ACTION WAS IMPOLITIC ENOUGH 
BUT THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY IMPRUDENTLY 
ANNOUNCED WHAT HAD HAPPENED PUBLICLY. FACIO 
SAID THAT PRESIDENT EIGUERES CALLED SOMOZA 
TO SMOOTH THINGS OVER AND WAS ASSURED THAT 
ALL HAD BEEN EORGOTTEN. HOWEVER, THE SEIZURE 
AUGUST 18 OE THE "MARY ERANCIS" RAISES THE 
POSSIBILITY OP REPRISAL. IN ANY CASE, FACIO 
SAID HE WANTED TO PLAY ALL OP THIS DOWN AND 
HAD APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES WORKING WITH 
THE NICARAGUAN AUTHORITIES TO RESOLVE THE 
PROBLEM. 

3. WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE INCIDENT IN HIS 
REGULAR WEEKLY PRESS CONFERENCE, FIGUERES 
RAISED THE SUGGESTION OP REPRISAL BUT IN 
ALL OP HIS OTHER COMMENTS WAS MODERATE 
AND CONCILIATORY. HE EVEN INDICATED 
THAT HE THOUGHT THE COSTA RICAN COURTS 
WERE BEING TOO SEVERE WITH THE CREWS OF 

TWO NICARAGUAN VESSELS ARRESTED ABOUT THREE 
WEEKS AGO. THEY SHOULD, HE SAID, HAVE BEEN 
MERELY PINED AND RELEASED. 

4. OUR CLEAR IMPRESSION IS THAT THE GOCR 
WANTS VERY MUCH TO SMOOTH THINGS OVER, 

HOPES THE PRESS WILL DROP THE SUBJECT, AND 

WILL TRY TO WORK OUT THE CURRENT SEIZURE INCIDENTS. 

VAKY 
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